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almost extinct on all the sub-Antarctic islands where it once
abounded except South Georgia because the sealers have, in
years past, hunted it so ruthlessly that they have all but
exterminated it. However, in South Georgia it still
abounds and is, if anything, on the increase because the
Government regulates the hunting. Only the bulls may be
taken and the island is divided into four regions. Three of
these are worked in rotation, two at a time, so that there is
always one lying untouched for a season, and in the fourth
region no hunting is ever allowed so that it is a reserve.
So that the elephant seal flourishes in South Georgia, and if
you stand upon the cliffs on a still day the sound of their
belchings comes up to you from the beach below with the
surge of the Atlantic.
The Don Ernesto had been a whale catcher, one of the
fastest in her day, capable of twelve knots. But her day was
over. It was a pre-war day. She was distinguished by
having twin screws and could turn easily. In those far-off
days, which the swift development of whaling has made to
appear like ancient history, she was used for chasing the
Humpback whale, which used to be found close inshore
around the coasts of South Georgia. But the Humpbacks
disappeared, as they do if hunted too much, moving off
elsewhere, and the Don Ernesto, being neither fast enough nor
powerful enough to hunt Blues and Fins, now instead went
sealing with Carlsen twice a season. During the rest of the
time she was moored to a buoy in Bang Edward's Cove,
sleeping the sleep of an old ship with a cap on her funnel.
Now at dawn she stood off the beach in the Bay of Isles,
with all her deck space boarded in ready to receive the
slings of seal blubber when they should come on board.
Carlsen on her little bridge surveyed the beach through
glasses. " Plenty seals, I think," he said with satisfaction,
and at his order, shouted down from the bridge to the fore-
deck, they lowered an anchor, an old-fashioned kedge
anchor, with a plop and a rattle of chain into the sea. Then